The Congregation at Prayer
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January 29, 2023

Pray and confess aloud as much from the order of meditation and prayer, as you are able, or as your family size and ages dictate. Learn by heart the verse, catechism, and hymn of the week.

Catechesis Notes for the week – Psalm 30 - “Psalm 30 is part of the first “of David” collection (Ps 3–41). It is a psalm of individual thanksgiving, like Psalms 18, 30, 32, 34, and 118, among others. A common view, which seems plausible, is that one of these psalms would have been sung by an Israelite when presenting a thank offering at the sanctuary. Psalms of individual thanksgiving usually look back on specific acts of deliverance by the Lord. They often include a word of praise, a description of the psalmist’s trouble, his prayer to God for help, a description of how God delivered him, and a call for others to join the psalmist in praising God. The psalms in this category emphasize these elements to varying degrees, and within a particular psalm the author can move back and forth among them very freely. To interpret these psalms correctly, it is important to note that they often do not tell the story of the psalmist’s trouble and his deliverance in chronological order. That seems to be true of Psalm 30.” Braun, J. A. (2002). Sermon Studies on Selected Psalms (p. 90).

Invocation -In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Apostle’s Creed

Verse: Psalm 51:7 – The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.

Psalm of the Week: Psalm 30

Year I – Old Testament Stories Continued

Bible Readings for the Week
	Sunday
	Epiphany 3 – Matthew 8:1-13

	Monday
	The Lord Gives Signs – Exodus 6:28 – 7:25

	Tuesday
	The Plagues – Exodus 8:1-4, 13-25, 32; 9:1-4, 7-35; 10:3-6, 20-29

	Wednesday
	The Death of the Firstborn Is Announced – Exodus 11:1-10

	Thursday
	The Purification of Mary and Presentation of Our Lord –Luke 2:22-32

	Friday
	The Passover Is Instituted – Exodus 12:1-14

	Saturday
	The Death of the Firstborn – Exodus 12:21-30



	Catechism: Sacrament of Confession
	Grades

	What is Confession?
Confession is two parts. First, that we confess our sins, and second, that we receive absolution, that is, forgiveness, from the pastor as from God Himself, not doubting, but firmly believing that by it our sins are forgiven before God in heaven.
	K+


	What is the Office of the Keys?
The Office of the Keys is that special authority which Christ has given to His church on earth to forgive the sins of repentant sinners, but to withhold forgiveness from the unrepentant as long as they do not repent.
	1st+

	Where is this written?
This is what St. John the Evangelist writes in chapter twenty: The Lord Jesus breathed on His disciples and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.” (John 20:22-23)
	2nd+

	What do you believe according to these words?
I believe that when the called ministers of Christ deal with us by His divine command, in particular when they exclude openly unrepentant sinners from the Christian congregation and absolve those who repent of their sins and want to do better, this is just as valid and certain, even in heaven, as if Christ our dear Lord dealt with us Himself.
	3rd+



