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Who is First Lutheran? 
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Who we are by the numbers  
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Who we are in God’s Sight and our Mission 
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Where We Live Today 
 

Church Families 

 
D�!$���������#�����8�����"�(���������
 

School Families 
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Major Budgetary Needs 
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Facility Status and Needs 
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Funding the Ministry 
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Evaluation Summary 
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Solution # 1 
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One thought is ‘Twice as much’ 
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Sanctified Common Sense 
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Why do we think that? 
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Congregational Giving 
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Appeal for Thoughtful Giving 
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Examples of Percentage (first-fruits) Giving 
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Examples of Thoughtful Gift Increases  
(and what it looks like on a weekly basis) 
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Appeal for Thoughtful Giving (continued) 
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Letter from Treasurer and Stewardship Committee 
about Electronic Giving (Joyful Response) 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Dear Member or Frequent Guest at First Lutheran, 
 
We would like you to consider participating in a new program 
designed to simplify weekly giving in our congregation.  
Electronic Giving (a.k.a. Joyful Response) will enable every 
household or individual to make their church offering using 
electronic funds transfer (EFT). You may already be using 
EFT to pay your mortgage, car payment or insurance 
premium through an automatic withdrawal from your 
checking or savings account. 
 
There is no cost to you for this new giving option. If you are 
currently giving on a weekly basis, you will no longer need to 
write out 52 checks a year or prepare 52 envelopes. And, 
when travel, illness or other circumstances prevent you from 
attending services, this program will allow your weekly 
offerings to continue on an uninterrupted basis. 
 
To participate in electronic giving, please complete and 
return the enclosed authorization form. Include a voided 
check if you want your offering to come out of your checking 
account. Additional information is available from the church 
office. 
 
Thank you for considering this new giving opportunity! 
 
In service to Christ and you, His Church, 
 
Melanie Bartholomay, First Lutheran Treasurer 
& The Stewardship Committee 
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I authorize Lutheran Church Extension Fund (LCEF via Vanco 
Services) to transfer the above amount from the specified account to 
First Lutheran’s bank account on the interval specified. I understand 
that I can change the amount, interval, or discontinue the service by 
notifying First Lutheran’s treasurer or church office. 
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What if we increased our giving? 
 

Current $350,000 (with special offering) 
 

10% increase (1.1X) = 385,000 
25% increase (1.25X) = 437,500  

50% increase (1.5X) = 525,000  
100% increase (2X) = 700,000  

�
�

Result / Benefit 
 
• Coupled with the School’s successful 

efforts to balance its area of the budget 
and help pay back debt, we’d be able to 
begin addressing some of the important 
needs and desires of the congregation. 

  

Question remains 
 
• Status Quo or… 
 
• Which needs and desires can we 

address by our 150th Anniversary? 
 
• Are we willing in theory or in practice? 
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Pray! 
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